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The right signpost for your business

You may well be aware that over the  

years landfill disposal costs have been  
on the rise. 

The gate fee that we as a waste transporter 

pay every time we drop off clients waste 
to the tip has been increasing year on year 
and despite the removal of the carbon price 
as of 1st July 2015 there is still set to be an 
increase to disposal fees. This is due in part 
to the elevated landfill levy costs and also 
rising of operational costs.

The landfill levy is something that was 
introduced in Victoria in 1992 and while 
it may seem like another unnecessary tax 
imposed on us it does help fund some great 
resource recovery initiatives*:

• Substantial upgrading of kerbside 
recycling systems. 

• Expanding household chemicals 
collections programs.

• Development and promotion of markets 
for recycled materials. 

• Major studies into waste minimisation, 
handling and disposal, organics recycling 
and litter control.

• Community support projects. 

 

In Melbourne, landfill sites are close to 
reaching capacity and while nobody likes 
to be consistently paying more for a service 
(which is of course a necessity), it does 
seem like it’s inevitable over the years to 
come that landfill costs will continue to rise.

So what can you as a business do to help 

yourself loosen the economic strain (and be 

considerate towards the environment)?

You’ve probably heard it all before but quite 
seriously the best tactic going forward is to 
adopt the strategy of ‘Avoid’, ‘Reuse’ and 
then ‘Recycle’. 

The waste hierarchy:

Avoid

To avoid means cutting down on the 
amount of products you purchase of the 
waste that you produce on a daily basis.  
As a business here are some tips on how 
you can ‘avoid’:

• Buy only what you need - take the time 
to do an audit of current procurement 
lists (from stationery to milk) to see what 
items are being wasted or are no longer 
required. From here you can implement 
an inventory management system 
ensuring going forward there are savings 
from the source.

• Catering - if you are holding a working 
lunch meeting confirm the numbers 
attending and try not to over cater! While 
we don’t want our clients to go hungry, 
it can be staggering to see how many 
sandwiches and food can go to waste 
after just one meeting.

• Buy in bulk or larger containers - these 

use less packaging (and therefore less 
waste) and will also save you some cash. 
Also be mindful of what packaging is 
made of and where possible opt for the 
version that can be recycled.

• Think quality! With big ticket items such 
as electronics do your research and 
consider purchasing the product that has 
the greater life expectancy. This item may 
be more expensive but it’s worth it for 
both the environment and your pocket 
if it lasts you a lot longer. While Australia 
does now have an e-waste programme in 
operation it’s still obviously best to avoid 
electronic waste as much as possible.

• Buy reusable over disposable products.

• Install hand dryers or cloth rolls in 
bathrooms instead of paper towels.

• Think before you print or post! While 
most office paper can be recycled, 
printing something out and/or posting it 
when you don’t really have to is a waste. 
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Reuse

To reuse means to put in every effort to use 
items again where practicable.  
As a business here are some tips on how 
you can ‘reuse’:

• Reuse office items such as packaging, 
boxes and stationery items. 

• Use old printouts as scrap paper.

• If you are ordering coffees into the office 
why not consider purchasing a number 
of reusable coffee cups that you can 
use for such occasions – for instance 
KeepCups. Not only are these a great 
way of preventing the growing number 
of coffee cups in landfill but you can 
also have these branded specifically for 
your business so they look modern and 
professional.

• Set up a staff ‘swap day’ for things (i.e. 
books, DVDs, games) that may be sitting 
at home unused. This not only promotes 
reusing and recycling but is also good for 
staff morale.

• Brainstorm with colleagues about further 
ways you could reuse items (or better yet 
avoid) and reduce waste specific to your 
where you work.

• If you aren’t using something why not 
give it to someone who can? Donating 
goods through an organisation like 
TuShare (see article on back page) is free, 
easy and quick. 

Recycle

Once you have exhausted what you can 
either avoid or reuse move onto thinking 
about what can be recycled.  
Here’s some business recycling options that 
are available to you:

• Mixed/commingled (plastic bottles with 
paper, glass and metal containers).

• Cardboard and Paper (as a separate 
stream) including secure paper 
destruction.

• Food waste (ideal for office kitchens).

• e-waste/batteries.

• Polystyrene.

• Fluorescent tubes.

• Soft plastics.

• Timber/brick.

• Coffee pods, cigarette waste, 
toothbrushes/toothpaste tubes (through 
Terracycle).

If you have any other items that you are 
unsure of please just ask us, you’d be 
surprised at what can be recycled these 
days!

Waste Audit

If you need help working out what items 
are being discarded or sent to landfill 
unnecessarily please give us a call and we 
can arrange for an experienced consultant 
to visit you to work on changing and 
improving your processes. Therefore saving 
your business money in the long run!

For further information on how your 
business can ‘avoid’, ‘reuse’ and ‘recycle’, 
speak to your current representative or 
email sales@ksenvironmental.com.au and 
we will get back to you.

Holmesglen  

Enviro Week 2015

Once again KS Environmental 
was proud to be a sponsor of the 
Holmesglen Institute annual  
Enviro Week which took place in June.

The aim of the week is to encourage 
students to think about how changes 
to their behaviour can help the 
environment. Since the programme 
commenced in 2012 it has gone from 
strength to strength and engages not 
only Holmesglen students but also staff, 
suppliers and the broader community.

Events throughout the week

On campus events took place which 
included an ‘Environmental Pledge 
Station’ a pedal power ‘Milkshake 
Station’ a ‘Planting Station’ and various 
other environmental educational stalls. 

This year KS Environmental set up a 
stand at the Chadstone campus and ran 
a competition challenging students to 
tell us what items of waste belong in 
each bin (general waste and recycling). 
This proved for a highly interactive 
and busy couple of hours and the 
students seemed to have fun and learn 
something at the same time!

To complement the week an 
educational video was screened in the 
cafeteria. This video featured short, 
visual messages regarding waste and 
recycling at Holmesglen. It was well 
put together and easy to understand 
and am sure this will play a big part in 
raising awareness.
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Is your product packaging recyclable?

It can be confusing working out what 
product packaging is recyclable. Most of 
the times with plastic food and beverage 
packaging there is a code on them but 
what about items that don’t have codes? 
And what about everything else that 
doesn’t have any type of recyclable 
labelling on it? Even if you are pretty clued 
up on recycling this can still get tricky.

A PREP solution

Planet Ark recognised this and has joined 
forces with a packaging consultancy 
GreenChip to introduce a new online 
assessment tool and recyclability label 
system called the ‘Packaging Recyclability 
Evaluation Portal’ (PREP).

How does the PREP system work?

Manufacturers (or brand owners) that 
adopt the PREP system can utilise the 
portal from the initial development of their 
packaging to assess the recyclability of it. 

The user simply inputs their specifications 
into the web-based PREP software and 
the system calculates both the technical 
recyclability of the product and whether 
collection services for the material type 
exist. The user can then adapt their 
packaging if necessary, or if the packaging 
is viable will be eligible to use the PREP 
label if they choose to (appearing on 
product packaging by late July).

Who can the system work for?

PREP can work for a wide range of 
industries including (but not limited to): 
food, beverage, household products, 
beauty/cosmetics and pharmaceuticals. 
One of the main functions of the PREP 
is to ensure current self declared claims 
(of packaging recyclability) are accurate 
and so packaging technologists are better 
equipped throughout the design process.

Brand names embracing PREP

Some early adopters of the PREP 
assessment tool include Nestle, 
Officeworks, Blackmores, Aesop and 
Unilever. The PREP label will appear on 

consumer products from July 2015 but 
Planet Ark and GreenChip are still keeping 
these brand owners secret, so keep your 
eyes out and you might be lucky to see the 
first to hit the shelves.

The PREP label will be visually consistent 
with existing recycling labels launched in 
the UK, USA and South Africa and as time 
goes on may soon become recognisable 
among household names.

This seems like a fantastic initiative and we 
hope that over time more companies will 
take up PREP and the labelling system will 
become common place and recognisable 
on the supermarket shelves and among 
households. This should lead to a greater 
rate of recovery of recyclable materials 
and also reduce the contamination in the 
recyclate streams.

To find out more about PREP and how this 
could benefit your business please visit 
prep.org.au.

Bins made to order!

Our Engineering Services division are 
always busy manufacturing new waste 
equipment such as compactors, lifters, 
tipplers and other site specific bins.

Equipment can be tailored to suit a 
customer’s specific needs. Here are just a 
couple of pieces we produced recently.

If you think your business could 
benefit with some custom made 
equipment please speak to your current 
representative or email  
sales@ksenvironmental.com.au.

4.2m
3 Custom Made Dock Bin Bulka bag stand - ideal for soft plastics collection
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Contact us: 
KS Environmental/KSE Facility Services 

544 Boundary Road, Dingley, 3172 

PO Box 165, Dingley, 3172 

Customer Service: 9551 7833 

Email: custserv@ksenvironmental.com.au 

Or visit: www.ksenvironmental.com.au

Eastern Liquid Services 

26 - 28 Souffi Place, Dandenong South, 3175 

PO Box 94, Dingley, 3172 

Customer Service: 1300 723 988 

Email: admin@easternliquid.com.au 

Or visit: www.easternliquid.com.au

Organic Environmental Solutions 

26 - 28 Souffi Place,  
Dandenong South, 3175 

PO Box 94, Dingley, 3172 

Customer Service: 1300 723 988 

Email: admin@oesolutions.com.au

KS Environmental Group and Social Responsibility
We are probably all guilty of hanging onto items that we don’t really want or need – thinking ‘I’ll get around to that one day’. Perhaps 
these items aren’t really something we could sell, but equally are useable and would seem wasteful and irresponsible to throw out in 
the hard rubbish destined for landfill. With this in mind we did some research and came across this great forward thinking organisation 
which we wanted to share with our readers.

TuShare is an Australian-based company 
that offers an online forum for posting and 
sharing unwanted items, enabling them to 
go to a home that needs them.

The mission of TuShare is to make sharing 

easy, by providing a door-to-door service 
that is personal, friendly and useful. 

TuShare can help you save money, declutter 
and protect the planet.

The online system is simple and easy to use 
– all you need to do is sign up to TuShare 
online, list things you no longer need or 

want along with a photo of the item and 
wait for somebody to snap up your items. 
TuShare will then arrange for the item to 
be delivered anywhere in Australia door-
to-door via Sendle, their flat-rate, carbon-
neutral delivery service.

The TuShare community has rehomed over 

3,000 things this June, including pre-loved 
cameras, kids clothes, sports equipment 
and even an iMac Computer! TuShare now 
boasts more than 42,000 members across 
Australia who have helped to save over 
35,000 kilos of good stuff from landfill.

So if you have a garage full of items you no 
longer use or just want to declutter your 
home get onboard and online. Remember 
– one persons trash is always another 
person’s treasure!

Visit www.tushare.com for further 

information.

TuShare

Pictured: Just a few of the items that were donated 
over the last few weeks on the TuShare website.

New website

Our new Eastern Liquid website is live!  

If you have a chance check out  
easternliquid.com.au. We are always 
keen to hear what users have to say so 
please let us know any thoughts you may 
have on the new design.


