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Steel
These items are taken to a steel refinery
where tin is removed from steel cans
through reverse electroplating before the
cans are melted down to liquid metallic
iron and are used in new steel production. 1
Glass Bottles
Glass bottles and jars are finely crushed,
the material then melted in a furnace
(usually with additional raw materials)
to produce glass containers. Glass can be
infinitely recycled in this manner. Recycled
glass is also used as a building aggregate, in
water filtration and for building materials. 1
Plastic bottles

What happens to my
recycling?
Have you ever wondered what happens
after our trucks pick up your recycling?
Recycling not only means that less waste
is being sent to landfill, but also that
recyclable items can be put to good use.
Below is a basic outline as to what happens
after the KS Environmental drivers have
collected your recycling...
All of your commingled recyclables (paper
& cardboard, aluminium & steel cans, glass
bottles, plastic bottles & cups) are taken to
a Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) where
a combination of mechanical (e.g. weight,
magnets, air) and manual sorting processes
separate the different waste streams. The
different products are recycled
as follows:
Paper and Cardboard
Paper and cardboard bales are sent to a
facility where the recycling process begins.
Paper recycling begins by breaking down
the product using either chemical or

mechanical means to free the fibres and
create pulp. The pulp is re-manufactured
into paper products (i.e. office paper,
packaging, toilet paper, egg cartons. The
waste products (collectively called ‘sludge’)
are either sent to landfill, burnt for energy
or used for fertiliser. Paper can be recycled
up to eight times, once it has been recycled
as many times as possible, it is turned into
organic waste and broken down.1
Aluminium
Aluminium can bales are sent to a facility
for recycling. This is a melting facility, or
smelter. Here they are melted down and
turned into aluminium ingots. These ingots
are then heated to 500 degrees Celsius and
rolled into sheets of aluminium just 2.5mm
thick. From here they are taken to a can
making facility and new aluminium cans
are made!
Aluminium does not ‘degrade’ during
the recycling process which means it can
be infinitely recycled. Cans are primarily
recycled back into cans but recycled
aluminium can also be made into aircraft,
automobiles, bicycles, boats etc. 1
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They are collected, sorted and baled into
like materials, then washed and shredded
into flakes and placed into an extruder
which is a little like an old fashioned mincer
or a spaghetti maker. The plastic is melted,
pushed through the extruder, cooled and
pressed through a die and chopped or
pelletised into granules almost the same as
virgin material.
It is then ready for remaking into new
products which may include: wheelie bins,
outdoor furniture, pipes, pots for plants,
crates, pallets, garden edging, bags, worm
farms, compost bins and a developing
stream of goods as more recycled material
becomes available.2
Sources:
1

Planet Ark (http://planetark.org/)

2

PACIA (http://www.pacia.org.au/)
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KS Environmental Group services - spotlight on sweeping
At KS Environmental we provide a number of environmental management solutions including recycling, liquid collection (and soon to
be liquid treatment with the new facility ‘Organic Environmental Solutions’ opening in the near future) and sweeping services to local
government, industry and the commercial sectors in the Melbourne metropolitan area.
This issue we would like to highlight to you more about our sweeping services which KS Environmental have operated for over 25 years.

Recently we expanded our facilities to
cater for municipal sweeping contracts and
difficult sites with our new diverse range of
sweeping equipment and skilled operators.

KS Environmental provides sweeping
services for a range of customers, both local
government and private companies. These
sweeping services include:

The sweepers leave our depot filled with
recycled rainwater that is collected via our
integrated rainwater tank farm which has a
collection capacity of 980,000 litres.

We currently operate 6 sweeping units
(one of each pictured above):

• Streets and roads

• 2 x 600 McDonald Johnston

• Car parks

• 1 x VT 605 McDonald Johnston

• Internal roads

• 3 x CN 200 McDonald Johnston

• Driveways

For further information on our sweeping
services please speak to your current
representative or email us on
sales@ksenvironmental.com.au and we will
get back to you.

• Footpaths (including brick paved)

• Factory floors
• Drainage suction and cleaning

NEW!
Fully Commingled
front lift bin service

KS Environmental are pleased to announce the introduction of a new recycling service.
From 1 July 2012 we will be offering a front lift bin service (1.5m3 and 3m3 bin) for your
fully commingled recyclables (plastic bottles & cups, aluminium & steel cans, paper &
cardboard, glass bottles). In the past we have only been able to offer customers fully
commingled bins in 240lt , 660lt and 1,000lt so we are sure the bigger size will be a
welcome introduction.
Initially the service will only be available to customers in the South East of Melbourne
but we hope to expand the areas available in the near future to encompass the whole
of Melbourne.
To enquire about this new service speak to your representative or email us on
sales@ksenvironmental.com.au and we will get back to you.
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Treatment Plant update

Ask us about
‘prescribed waste’...
Something you may not be aware of is
our prescribed waste container service
collection run by Eastern Liquid Services.
This service offers the collection of:

The KSE Group Liquid Treatment Plant
now has a name! Organic Environmental
Solutions (OES) is nearing the final stages
of development. While we may be running
slightly behind the initial scheduled
completion date of July 2012 it’s vital that
we use the time to get everything running
perfectly before we start the
commissioning process.

• Oil rags & filters
• Empty paint tins & paint related waste
• Empty containers with
chemical residue
• Aerosol tins
• Spill kits.
We can supply various bin sizes to meet
your requirements. Sizes range from
120ltr bins to 1.0mtr bins.

At this stage it’s looking like we will be ready
to start the commissioning phase around
mid July. From here, all going well, we will
be granted the license from the EPA and can
get the Plant up and running. We will be
sure to keep you updated as
things progress.

To find out more about this service call
Eastern Liquid on 1300 723 988 or email
admin@easternliquid.com.au and we
will get back to you.

The pictures to the right show where
we are at now.

‘Staff Profile’
- Andrew Swann,
Sustainability Manager,
Organic Environmental
Solutions

We would like to take the opportunity
to welcome our newest staff member –
Andrew Swann, Sustainability Manager for
Organic Environmental Solutions (OES).
Andrew comes to OES with a background
in solid and liquid organic waste, most
recently working for a family business that
was producing compost.
As Sustainability Manager, Andrew
will have a diverse role, encompassing
many aspects of the business including
developing quality (environmental)
management systems, testing and
monitoring of the day to day operations of
the facility and developing the solid end
product for testing and sale. He will be
working closely with the EPA in his
new position.

Andrew believes the industry has come a
long way in the past few decades but still
has much further to go. As Sustainability
Manager he hopes to assist in developing
a profitable, robust and environmentally
friendly processing plant.
Andrew and the KSE Group also plan to
look into partnering up with Melbourne
University to launch a ‘solid organic waste
recycling program’. We will keep you
posted on this project in future issues.
Outside of work Andrew is passionate
about travel and photography and he
loves getting back to nature when he can,
spending time in the outback and
bush walking.
We wish Andrew all the best for his
exciting new role!
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KS Environmental and Social Responsibility
Last issue we talked about the Who Will Village in Cambodia. This time it’s something closer to home...the most recent activity the KS
Environmental Group has been involved in is the ‘WomenAndMentoring’ (WAM) program based at The Wellington (a community space
and support services organisation) in Collingwood.

WAM
WAM is based at The Wellington in
Collingwood. It provides support for women
in the City of Yarra who are being charged
with an offence. This program operates
completely separately from the police,
the court, government and other
community agencies.
With the help of various philanthropic
trusts WAM has been running a pilot
program for the past two years. The pilot
program underwent an independent
evaluation which was launched by Her
Honour Marilyn Warren, the Chief Justice of
Victoria. Her Honour’s very positive remarks
echoed the findings of the evaluation
and recommended that WAM be moved
forward from ‘pilot’ to ‘program.
There is hope that in time the State
Government will take up the program
but at this stage to progress with the
program WAM requires funding for the
future development.
The KS Environmental Group will be
donating some funds towards the WAM
program and are thrilled to be a part of
this worthwhile operation.

• A worker in the community support
agency can refer her to the program

• They are carefully selected and trained to
support and assist in practical ways

• Contact can be direct from the
woman herself

• They are concerned women who have
some understanding of the criminal
justice environment

• All discussions are completely
confidential but the mentor must
report risk issues
What can the mentors do?
• Give support at court
• Help to find and use
community resources
• Offer personal and practical assistance
• Help to look at options for now and
the future.

Some information about WAM

Who are the mentors?

The program’s aim is to offer support to
women at their first point of contact with
the criminal justice system:

• They are warm intelligent volunteer
women who are good role models and
who have flexible availability to ‘walk
beside’ their mentees

• Police can refer the woman to the WAM
at the time she is being charged

• They are very good listeners who
don’t judge

• They are trained to know the local
community and can help with referrals to
professional services.

Contact us:
KS Environmental Pty Ltd
544 Boundary Road, Dingley, 3172
PO Box 165, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 9551 7833
Email: custserv@ksenvironmental.com.au
Or visit: www.ksenvironmental.com.au
Eastern Liquid Services
544 Boundary Road, Dingley, 3172
PO Box 94, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 1300 723 988
Email: admin@easternliquid.com.au
Or visit: www.easternliquid.com.au

Electronic Waste Not
If you would like to receive future editions of ‘Waste Not’ electronically, please email us on wastenot-subscribe@ksenvironmental.com.au
© KS Environmental Pty Ltd | PO Box 165 Dingley Vic 3172 | Ph: 03 9551 7833 | Fax: 03 9551 7859 | www.ksenvironmental.com.au
No part of this publication may be reproduced without prior permission from KS Environmental Pty Ltd

“Committed to the environment for a better tomorrow!”

