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Your quick guide to plastic recycling
It can be confusing working out what can
and cannot be accepted as far as plastics
recycling goes. The easiest thing to do is to
check on the bottom of the item to see if it
has a numbered code on it.

Symbol

KS Environmental accepts all plastics with
codes 1 - 7. Most councils accept all of
these codes too, but if you are unsure check
with your local council.

Handy hints
• It is not necessary to remove caps.
• Scrape containers free of leftover content
but rinsing thoroughly is not required.
• If you aren’t sure or if the item doesn’t
have a code on it - please dispose of it in
the general waste bin.

Description
Clear tough plastic such as soft drink, juice
and water bottles.

Common white or coloured plastic such as
milk containers and shampoo bottles.

Hard rigid clear plastic such as cordial bottles.

Soft flexible plastic e.g. squeezable bottles
such as sauce bottles.

Hard but flexible plastic such as microwave
ware, takeaway containers, some yoghurt/
ice cream/jam containers, hinged lunch boxes.

Rigid, brittle plastic such as small tubs and
margarine/butter containers.
All other plastics, including acrylic
and nylon. Examples include some sports
drink bottles, sunglasses, large water cooler
bottles.
PLEASE NOTE: DO NOT dispose of plastic bags in your recycling. If you can, save up your bags and take them to your a local
supermarket - most have plastic bag recycling schemes in place.
The above is an indication only of what type of products might fall in the 1-7 categories. This can differ amongst brands so
please check the item first to ensure it can be recycled.
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Can our treatment plant cake be used to benefit agriculture?
OES is continuously striving to achieve the
best environmental outcomes from the
materials produced through our
treatment processes.
With this in mind, we are pleased to
announce a new project that is being run
in conjunction with Monash University
in Clayton. The aim of this project is to
find out if the OES cake (which is derived
from the processing of grease trap waste)
can be used as a soil additive to benefit
pasture productivity and soil health.
The material is currently sent to compost
but an alternative approach of applying
the material directly to agricultural
land may remove the need for this
secondary processing.
Monash houses a unique facility which
allows intact soil cores to be studied in a
Terrestrial Model Ecosystem (TME) – an
automated system that cools the soil cores
to in-field conditions. (Fig. 1).

The project commenced in late November,
with soil cores taken from two pasture
sites. The cores were brought back to
the Monash campus and loaded into the
TMEs. The OES cake was then applied to
the cores at varying rates (Fig. 2).
The study is expected to run for 6 months
during which time the cores will be
watered and the pasture trimmed as
it grows.
At the end of the trial we will be looking
for beneficial or adverse effects of the OES
cake on the pasture and soil health. While
it’s too early to report any
analytical results, at this stage the pasture
appears to be growing well both in the
presence and absence of the OES cake,
with no visual symptoms of nutrient
toxicity or deficiency.
We will keep you posted as the trial
progresses but in the meantime if you
would like any further information please
email admin@easternliquid.com.au

Australian Open 2015
I think everyone would agree there
was some fantastic tennis played at the
Australian Open this year. Weather wise
conditions have definitely been milder
than usual which the players and crowds
have no doubt enjoyed!

and collections at the Australian Open for
around 15 years. Each year initial planning
for the event starts in about July.

Australia should be so proud of 19 year old
Nick Kyrgios. He did fantastically well to
make it as far as he did in the competition.
Nick will no doubt be one to watch in the
near future!

For the duration of the event recycling
streams included food organics, mixed/
commingled recycling and cardboard.
Bins ranged in size from 120ltr (food) to
23m3 compactors for mixed recycling and
cardboard. This year over eighty percent
of all waste generated was recycled
which is great for an event of this scale.

Being a huge international event, as
you can imagine a lot goes on behind
the scenes to ensure every aspect runs
smoothly.

Well done to all staff that have been
involved in this event. Every person has
had an important part to play in ensuring
the success!

KS Environmental have been involved with
the waste and recycling infrastructure

Fig. 1 - The Terrestrial Model Ecosystem set-up in
controlled glasshouse conditions.

Fig. 2 - Visual comparison of 10 and 50 tonnes per
hectare (equivalent rates) of the OES cake that was
added to the top of the soil cores.
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Stay healthy by street sweeping!
and phosphorus are essential for the
growth of all living organisms, excess levels
result in algae growing faster than our
ecosystems are able to handle (known as
algal blooms).

If you consider the function of street and
footpath sweeping you probably think
it’s all about keeping the streets looking
good and safe in terms of removing waste
and debris. However it actually plays a
more important role in regards to the
environment and our health.
Debris collected by street sweepers
includes sediment, rubbish, metals,
petroleum products and green waste.
Regular street sweeping reduces the
likelihood of any of these pollutants
entering our storm water systems. By
keeping the gutters and drains clear this
also reduces the chances of flooding in the
event of heavy rain.
Green waste is made up of biodegradable
waste such as grass clippings, hedge
trimmings and leaves. This type of waste
is high in nitrogen and phosphorus and
can be detrimental to the environment if
too much is allowed to enter the storm
water system. While nutrients nitrogen

Algal blooms affect the water quality,
food chain and habitats for fish and other
aquatic organisms. Decaying algae can
decrease the oxygen levels in the water
which are also essential for marine life.
If humans come in contact with the
contaminated water (by swimming,
drinking water or more commonly
consuming tainted fish/shell fish) the
toxins can make us quite sick and in some
cases can be fatal.
While algal blooms and street sweeping
may have seemed an unlikely connection
to begin with, it’s interesting to see how
things can sometimes start off a domino
effect. It’s worth keeping in the back of
your mind how activities like this may be
impacting on the environment.
Our Property Services division has been
in the industrial sweeping business for
over 25 years working with both local
governments and private companies. If
you would like more information on street
sweeping please do not hesitate to contact
us today.
Sources: environment.gov.au – Blue-Green Algae
(Cyanobacteria) and water quality publication Nov 2012

Did you know...?
There is no limit to the amount of times an
aluminium can be recycled. An aluminium can that is
thrown away will still be a can 500 years from now!
Source: http://www.recycling-revolution.com/recycling-facts.html
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10 Quick tips for saving
paper in the office
While most office paper can be recycled
I think we would all agree that printing
things unnecessarily is wasteful. Here’s
some quick tips on how you can reduce
your paper use in the office.
1. Think before you print or post! Ask
yourself the questions - ‘do I really need
this paperwork?’ and ‘could this be
emailed rather than posted out?’.
2. Print documents double-sided when
you can.
3. Print preview documents before hitting
the print button.
4. Print only the pages you need from a
large document.
5. Set up a tray for waste paper printed
on one side only to use for scrap/note
paper.
6. If you are distributing hard copies of
reports internally ask your recipients if
they would be happy to receive these
electronically instead.
7. Review mailing distribution lists for
brochures, flyers etc to remove any old
contacts. Consider moving over to an
electronic distribution.
8. If you are taking handouts to a meeting
decide if it’s imperative that everybody
have a copy - could people share?
Confirm the numbers attending so you
are not printing overs.
9. It’s inevitable there will be paper
waste throughout the office - ensure it’s
recycled correctly.
10. Receive this newsletter electronically!
We would love to cut down on the
number of hard copies we print. If you
would be happy to receive your copy of
‘Waste Not’ electronically please email
caroline.peach@ksenvironmental.com.au

Waste Not
Summer, 2014/15

KS Environmental Group and Social Responsibility
The KS Environmental Group have been affiliated with the RCH1000 program at the Royal Children’s Hospital for a number of years now.
We support this worthy cause through a Corporate Sponsorship.

RCH1000
Goals
The availability of research funding achieves
two main goals;

The Royal Children’s Hospital of Victoria is
an iconic paediatric institution and is world
renowned for its medical skills and care, but
to continue to be at the forefront of medical
advances, research is essential.
The RCH1000 is a unique membership
support group raising funds for research at
the Royal Children’s Hospital.
Aim
The RCH1000 has a very simple aim - to
provide over $1 million per annum for
research programs to be conducted at the
Royal Children’s Hospital.

1. It allows the Royal Children’s Hospital
and its research umbrella, the Murdoch
Children’s Research Institute, to push the
envelope of knowledge in pursuit of ever
more effective cures and treatments for
childhood diseases; and

Efrem Goldhammer, Chairman of RCH1000
comments of the project “The best way
that I can describe the project is to draw
on your own experiences/s of having blood
tests; your blood test results are compared
against a normal range for adults. But there
is not such a normal range of standards for
children.”

2. It attracts the most committed and
passionate practitioners who are ultimately
destined to be the leaders in their fields.
New research project
A recent example of a research program
that the RCH1000 is committed to is
one referred to as the ‘Age Appropriate
Pathology’ study.
The primary objective of this study is
to establish normative age-appropriate
reference ranges for pathology tests. The
project will aim to collect blood from
healthy newborn babies as well as healthy
children under 18.

Support for RCH1000
If you are interested in finding out more
about RCH1000 or if you would like to
support them by becoming a member
please visit rch1000.org.au

Feedback welcome
SUGGESTION

BOX
Contact us:

KS Environmental/KSE Facility Services
544 Boundary Road, Dingley, 3172
PO Box 165, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 9551 7833
Email: custserv@ksenvironmental.com.au
Or visit: www.ksenvironmental.com.au

We warmly welcome your feedback and input. If there is any topic in particular
you would like to see in our newsletter, or if you have anything you would like to
share, please let us know by sending your feedback to:
caroline.peach@ksenvironmental.com.au

Eastern Liquid Services
26 - 28 Souffi Place, Dandenong South, 3175
PO Box 94, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 1300 723 988
Email: admin@easternliquid.com.au
Or visit: www.easternliquid.com.au

Organic Environmental Solutions
26 - 28 Souffi Place,
Dandenong South, 3175
PO Box 94, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 1300 723 988
Email: admin@oesolutions.com.au
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