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THE FOOD WE WASTE
Victorians throw away approximately

250,000 tonnes of food each year
Each year Victorian households throw out:

13,500

the weight of

tonnes of uncooked
meat & fish

750 buses
= 100 buses

3,000

the weight of

900 cars

tonnes of
confectionery or
snacks

31,500
tonnes of fresh
vegetables

= 100 cars

the weight of

5,800 elephants
= 1,000 elephants

64,500

the weight of more than

tonnes of bread,
pastry & biscuits

6 Eiffel Towers

NB: Types of foods in tonnes represented above only form a part of what is thrown away, for the full list visit lovefoodhatewaste.vic.gov.au (source)
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New look for KSE bins!

It’s frightening to see how much food we
waste right here in Victoria. We hope the
visual representation on the front page
enlightens you and prompts you to think
about how much food you are throwing out
and what you can do to prevent it.
What can we do?
Compost bins or worm farms are great ways
to deal with food scraps at home.
For businesses in the hospitality industry
it may be worth looking into a food rescue
charity such as SecondBite or OzHarvest.
For all other businesses (or to compliment
food donations), a KS Environmental food
organics recycling programme could be a
good idea.
If you are interested in recycling your food
waste speak to your current representative
or email sales@ksenvironmental.com.au to
find out more.

With any type of signage it’s important
to have clear, consistent, easily
interpreted messages. With this in mind,
KS Environmental has undergone the
process of analysing, researching and
designing new labels for the majority of
our equipment.

Australia, and Melbourne in particular
is a multicultural hub and we realise not
everyone can read English perfectly. For
this reason we believe the illustrations
combined with text are definitely a step
forward and an improvement in
our signage.

You’ll see our new modernised labels
on KS Environmental wheelie bins,
660/1,000 litre bins and front lift bins.

KS Environmental is however always
looking to improve and stay innovative
and would welcome feedback in regards
to the new designs that we may take on
board for future revisions.

The new labels have been colour coded
based on Australian Standards guidelines
and all feature simple illustrations
that are consistent across the board.

Want more news?
To keep up to date with industry news, hints, tips and developments check out our blog
in the ‘News & Resources’ section of our website ksenvironmental.com.au/news/
This section is now updated regularly with loads of interesting information on waste,
recycling and environmental/sustainable ideas.
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Paul’s Harvard update
operated business this topic was highly
relevant for the KS Environmental Group.
Key points included understanding the
importance of the governance of a family
run business and succession planning to
include both family stake holders and all
levels of staff throughout the organisation.

Paul Smith arrived back recently from his
second three week stint at the Harvard
Business School where he is undertaking
the Owner/President Management three
year programme.

Paul also found the ‘Talent Management’
module extremely valuable. He has
taken away with him the importance of
understanding the needs of employees
and looking out for and recognising the
rising stars in the company – ensuring they
do not fly under the radar. Proper training
and long-term strategy planning is vital in
attracting and retaining staff and this will
be a focus for the company in the future.

The programme followed on from last
year with enhancements in all areas and
the curriculum approximately 50% more
demanding with an extensive amount of
pre-reading and preparation necessary.

reading his book ‘Chasing Stars’.
From here on Paul has lots of reading to do
and will spend time applying what he has
learnt while going through company goals
and objectives.
Overall, Paul enjoyed reconnecting with
his fellow participants and despite the
gruelling work load and 14 hour days they
managed to have some fun too. However,
with temperatures dipping to a bonechilling -9 degrees, he was happy to step
foot back on Melbourne soil!

Another stand out for Paul was listening to
Professor Boris Groysberg speak in depth
on the subject of talent management. Paul
found him to be both logical and inspiring
in his lectures and has thoroughly enjoyed

A highlight for Paul was a new subject
entitled ‘Family Business Succession
Planning’. Being a family owned and

Dealing with autumn leaves
Autumn leaves may look pretty as they fall
off the trees but as they litter your lawn,
they do become a bit of a pest. Let’s look
at some environmentally responsible ways
you can utilise or dispose of your leaves:

Mulching
Mulch works as a protective barrier on top
of the soil to keep moisture in and reduce
weeds. To make it, simply shred the leaves
and mix together with wood chips and grass
clippings. This mixture can then be added
to the top of your soil for protection. If you
start to see the mulch decomposing it’s time
to make some more and replace this stuff –
unlike compost we do not want the contents
to break down.

Composting
Composting leaves is a great way to make
a rich organic fertiliser for your garden.
Shred brown leaves and mix them together
with nitrogenous ingredients such as grass
clippings, fruit/vegetable scraps or
coffee grounds.

Disposal

Mix the pile together well and continue to
turn over every few days. Cover the pile with
a tarp and wait for the magic to happen.
It should take approx. two months for the
compost to be ready to use. You’ll know it’s
ready as it will start to smell earthy and will
be dark brown in colour.

If you are unable to utilise your Autumn
leaves and need to dispose of them, please
make sure you do so responsibly. Most
councils offer a green waste collection
service. Please ensure you do not overfill
your bin as leaves and green waste are very
heavy. If you have bulk green waste to be
collected on a regular basis, contact us.

“Committed to the environment for a better tomorrow!”

It’s important you do not dispose of any
green waste in your general waste bin
– when green waste is buried in landfill
it undergoes anaerobic decomposition
(because of the lack of oxygen) and
generates methane which is a very potent
greenhouse gas.
To find out about bulk green waste disposal
speak to your current representative or
email sales@ksenvironmental.com.au
Sources: networx.com
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KS Environmental Group and Social Responsibility
The KS Environmental Group have been involved with the Asha Society since 2012 and the following year our Managing Director Paul
Smith visited Asha on a trip over to India. Over the last month Paul has attended a couple of fundraising and awareness events for Asha.
One topic that has been highlighted at these events is the new Asha Student Ambassador Programme.

Asha Student Ambassador Programme
The Asha Society tackle all the issues that
can keep slum dwellers in Delhi trapped in
poverty. These include healthcare, financial
services and educational boundaries.
The Student Ambassador Programme is
a ‘pay it forward’ programme whereby
graduates who were assisted by Asha are
now giving back in the form of providing
help and guidance to younger students.
Here is Jubair’s story:
When Jubair was 15 years old, he watched
college students pass by his slum colony,
and dreamt of being like them one day. But
his father, a fruit seller, was struggling to
support the family of eight, and it looked
like Jubair would have to drop out of school
and get a job to support the family.
Asha stepped in, and provided the
encouragement, guidance and resources
Jubair needed to do well in his high school
exams and apply for a Bachelor of Arts
programme at Delhi University. When he
graduated in 2014, Asha helped Jubair get

an internship at a deluxe 7* hotel in Delhi
where he performed so well he was offered
a permanent job.

To find out more about how you can
support them in this important work visit
asha-india.org

To pay forward the support he received
from Asha, Jubair volunteers as an Asha
Student Ambassador to help and guide
younger students. Every day before
work, he spends a few hours with class
12 students from the neighbourhood,
providing tuition, conducting mock test and
coaching them through college admission
process as well as advising them on what
financial help Asha can provide.
Jubair is just one example of the numerous
students from slum communities across
Delhi who received Asha support to go to
college, and have been motivated to ‘pay
it forward’ by encouraging their younger
peers to follow in their footsteps.
Through their example and perseverance,
Asha Student Ambassadors are leading the
effort to support even more young people
from Delhi slums to achieve their dreams.

Paul Smith with Asha founder and director Dr Kiran Martin
at a recent fundraising dinner supported by the KSE Group

Feedback welcome
SUGGESTION

BOX

We warmly welcome your feedback and input. If there is any topic in particular
you would like to see in our newsletter, or if you have anything you would like to
share, please let us know by sending your feedback to:
caroline.peach@ksenvironmental.com.au

Contact us:
KS Environmental/KSE Facility Services
544 Boundary Road, Dingley, 3172
PO Box 165, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 9551 7833
Email: custserv@ksenvironmental.com.au
Or visit: www.ksenvironmental.com.au

Eastern Liquid Services
26 - 28 Souffi Place, Dandenong South, 3175
PO Box 94, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 1300 723 988
Email: admin@easternliquid.com.au
Or visit: www.easternliquid.com.au

Organic Environmental Solutions
26 - 28 Souffi Place,
Dandenong South, 3175
PO Box 94, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 1300 723 988
Email: admin@oesolutions.com.au
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