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Companies are also encouraged to utilise
these colours for commercial waste
and recycling.
Colours are very similar to the Australian
Standards with some exceptions (notably
paper/cardboard):
• General Waste – Dark Green or Black
body with Red lid.
• Mixed (Commingled) recycling (glass,
plastic, metal and paper combined) –
Dark Green or Black body with Yellow lid.
• Food waste and food waste /garden
waste combined – Dark Green or Black
body with Lime Green lid.
• Garden waste – Dark Green or Black body
with Dark Green lid.
• Paper and cardboard recycling – Dark
Green or Black body with Grey lid.

The many colours of recycling and waste!
Throughout Melbourne and in Australia
overall we see a variety of colours
and styles of waste and recycling bins.
However, since the introduction of the
Australian Standard for mobile bin colours
in 2006 (AS4123.7-2006) we have hopefully
seen more consistencies across the board.
It’s great to have standard colours that can
be followed to avoid confusion
and contamination.
Thinking about what we have in place
in Australia, we thought it would be an
interesting exercise to research what
happens in other countries regarding waste
and recycling colours…
Australia
Australia introduced standard colours for
mobile waste and recycling bins in 2006
which are common place in the market now.
KS Environmental offers bins and equipment
colour coded to the Standards Australia
colours.

These are:
• General Waste – Dark Green or Black
body with Red lid.
• Mixed (Commingled) recycling (glass,
plastic, metal and paper combined) –
Dark Green or Black body with Yellow lid.
• Green Waste/Organics – Dark Green or
Black body with Lime Green lid.
• Food Waste – Dark Green or Black body
with Burgundy lid.
• Paper and cardboard recycling – Dark
Green or Black body with Blue lid.
New Zealand
NZ for quite some time had no formal
standards in place with relation to waste
and recycling colours. In 2015, WasteMINZ
in conjunction with the Glass Packaging
Forum and councils around NZ agreed upon
a standardised set of colours for waste and
recycling bins. As councils roll out recycling
schemes the new colours come into play.

• Glass collections (white, brown, green
glass combined) – Dark Green or Black
body with Light Blue lid.
United Kingdom
From what I can see the United Kingdom
does not have any formal standards relating
to waste and recycling colours. Although
browsing through quite a few different
Council’s throughout the UK it seems
as though while there are no national
standards there are definite similarities.
Each Council offers different types of
containers and bins – these include sacks
(usually for garden waste and plastics), bins
and boxes. Most Councils that I looked at
offer a kitchen/food waste collection which
is fantastic.
As mentioned colours do differ from
borough to borough but many are as
follows:
• General Waste – Black or Grey.
• Mixed (Commingled) – Blue.
• Kitchen/garden waste – Brown.
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USA
Throughout the US there are no uniform
standards for waste and recycling colours
and collections can differ greatly by state/
province and also town/city. This in itself
would be a great challenge!
In saying that though it looks like an
informal standardisation of colours is
increasingly being adopted.
This is the 3-stream collection established
in San Francisco:
• General Waste – Black.

Quick reference table of waste and recycling colours

General Waste

Mixed Recycling
(Commingled)

Australia

New Zealand

United Kingdom

United States

(Standards)

(Standards)

(No formal standards but
common colours below)

(No formal standards but
common colours below)

Red

Red

Black or Grey

Black

Yellow

Yellow

Blue

Blue

Burgundy

(Food Waste &
Combined Food/Garden)

Brown

Green

Brown

Green

Lime Green

Food Waste

Garden Waste/
Organics

Lime Green

Dark Green
(Garden Waste only)

• Mixed (Commingled) – Blue.
Paper/Card

Blue

N/A or not known

N/A or not known

Grey

(Would probably go into
Mixed Recycling)

(Would probably go into
Mixed Recycling)

N/A or not known

N/A or not known

Blue

(Would probably go into
Mixed Recycling)

(Would probably go into
Mixed Recycling)

• Kitchen/garden waste – Green.
Interested in colour coded bins?
For information on colour coded waste
and recycling equipment we can offer your
business please speak to your current
representative or email
sales@ksenvironmental.com.au

N/A

Glass

(Would go into
Mixed Recycing)

Sources: Sustainability Victoria – Away from Home Waste Signage Guidelines, wasteminz.co.nz,
various other web research.

Changes to our Liquid Division
Andrew will take over the position from
Morrie Caddie who is staying on in a
supporting role till the end of the year
when he will take a break and decide
his future.

It is with great pleasure that we
announce the appointment of Andrew
Swann to the role of Business Manager
for our Liquid Operations division
(Eastern Liquid and OES).

Andrew started at KS Environmental
Group in 2012 commissioning and
running the Liquid Treatment Facility. This
was a responsibility he undertook until
Morrie Caddie moved from Dingley and
began operations of the liquid division
out of Dandenong South. Andrew then
moved on to become the KSE Group
Compliance and Sustainability Manager
and throughout this time has proven to
be an invaluable asset. He has developed
and implemented practical and efficient
Quality Management systems across all
four businesses and has achieved
ISO 9001 accreditation for our Facility
Services division.

Andrew’s passion for achieving
sustainability within our industry has
seen him lead a collaborative project with
Monash University on the sustainable
re-utilisation of waste by-products (cake)
coming out of the liquid treatment plant
and other similar projects.
Andrew is excited to embark on his new
opportunity and remarks, “I’m very happy
to be given this excellent opportunity from
Paul Smith and Morrie Caddie. I hope to
continue and expand on the amazing job
Morrie has already done for the liquid side
of the business.”
We would like to take the opportunity to
congratulate Andrew on his new role –
very well deserved!
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KS Environmental Group TAKE2
Our pledge is to drive sustainability for
our customers to ensure we maximise
diversion from landfill. Through
the recycling services that include
commingled, mixed (and secure) paper,
food organics, e-waste, batteries, a
range of plastics and a suite of PIW
materials through our liquid division
company Eastern Liquid Services (ELS).

The Victorian Government recently
launched TAKE2 – a voluntary pledge
program to take action on climate
change and help reach the target of zero
net emissions by 2050.
KS Environmental Group has joined the
TAKE2 campaign as a founding partner
(and the first waste management
company at this level). We have made
our pledge and are committed to take
action and help achieve this goal.
Our pledge
“We are a locally based Group of
Companies (Greater Melbourne) but we
are globally minded.
The waste industry produces around
2.29% of all emissions in Australia - when
electricity (and fuel use) accounts for
77% of all emissions - waste contributes
about 10% of the remainder.
Our focus on reducing emissions is
centred on organic waste diversion to
composting. For every tonne we divert
from landfill saves 0.93 tonnes of CO2-e
emissions. For one customer last year
we saved 260 tonnes of organic waste
from going to landfill, that’s a saving of
241.8tCO2-e. To illustrate this, if those
emissions were generated by an average
car (188g/km), we could have driven
from the Earth to the Moon and back,
and then around Earth 13 times.

To drive higher levels of resource
recovery we focus dedicated training
and education resources at the Facility
Services / Centre Management / Building
Services level to assist in providing source
segregation tips and tricks to boost levels
of recovery.

222 Exhibition St
Recycling Week
National Recycling Week ran last week
and many a workplace got involved in
the activities.
One such place was the office building
222 Exhibition St which is home to
approx 1,500 staff. KS Environmental in
conjunction with Knight Frank held a
special interactive morning throughout
this week.

Key organics tip: Avoidance is the best
strategy - reduce CO2-e burden on waste
(2.29%) and agriculture (13.8%)”
TAKE2 commitments
As part of the TAKE2 program,
organisations are also required to show
what they are, or will be, doing to
reduce emissions - these are the TAKE2
commitments.
Throughout the upcoming months
we will be demonstrating how we are
fulfilling our commitments online. Keep
your eyes on the news section of the
website ksenvironmental.com.au/news
Who else can be involved?
Individuals and families can also take
part in TAKE2 pledges and commit to
taking actions to help our environment –
visit the TAKE2 website to find out how
www.take2.vic.gov.au

On the day we set up a stand promoting
and educating on recycling relevant to
the office building.
As a further interactive component,
KS Environmental also developed
an online competition. Participants
were required to answer a few simple
questions and provide feedback on
recycling and waste at 222 Exhibition St
to be in the draw to win a special
prize pack.
The objective of the competition was
to engage users/tenants and gain some
suggestions and feedback on how waste
management could be improved in
the building.
The morning was a great success, with
lots of foot traffic and enquiries. Next
steps will be to work with Knight Frank
with respect to staff feedback and
recommendations that have come out
of the competition results.
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Dining with the
Champions
The KS Environmental Group
recently sponsored the Sacred Heart
Mission’s annual ‘Dine with the
Champions’ event.
A fantastic night was had by all featuring a mix of sporting greats,
delicious food and fun silent (and
rowdy!) auctions. All funds raised
went towards the Sacred Heart
Mission’s Kick Start Wellbeing and
Activities Program.
For more information on the
Kick Start Program or the Sacred
Heart Mission in general visit
sacredheartmission.org

KSE Group ICT Planning
The importance of Information and
Communication Technologies (ICT)
within the waste management
industry has become an undisputed
fact these days.

Some key take home items which we are
integrating into our ICT plan include:

With technology moving so fast it can
be difficult to keep up with the new
innovations. At the KS Environmental
Group we recognise how key ICT is in our
industry and have formed a committee
(Planning for Growth - P4G) which is
reviewing and looking extensively into
our ICT needs going forward.

• Wireless sensors.

As a part of P4G, Paul Smith travelled
to Holland recently where he attended
the ‘Cleaner Planet Convention’ in
Amsterdam. The one day conference,
hosted by (leading waste management
software and technology supplier)
AMCS was an interactive event featuring
speakers from all over the world
(including Paul!).

Current and developing technologies and
innovations in the global waste industry
were presented and discussed with a key
focus on ICT. Paul found the convention
invaluable and certainly vital in the
development of our own programme.

• Increased and ever changing mobile
solutions and vehicle technology (iPads
and other onboard technologies).
• Radio Frequency Identification (RFID).
• Further route optimisation and
demand based schedules.
• Smart sensors.
• Real-time big-data.
• Further in the future more high-tech
things like robot based collections
(even drones spotting bins!).

AMCS have acquired ‘Wastedge’ - the
waste management system KSE Group
is utilising. As such, we have and will be
working closely with them in the future.
Mark Abbas, COO from AMCS recently
visited Melbourne and our P4G team sat
down for an information and planning
day. Mark discussed with us future
developments of the system as well as
touching on worldwide trends in the
industry (similar to those covered off at
the convention).

Contact us:
KS Environmental/KSE Facility Services
544 Boundary Road, Dingley, 3172
PO Box 165, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 9551 7833
Email: custserv@ksenvironmental.com.au
Or visit: www.ksenvironmental.com.au

Eastern Liquid Services
26 - 28 Souffi Place, Dandenong South, 3175
PO Box 94, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 1300 723 988
Email: admin@easternliquid.com.au
Or visit: www.easternliquid.com.au

Organic Environmental Solutions
26 - 28 Souffi Place,
Dandenong South, 3175
PO Box 94, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 1300 723 988
Email: admin@oesolutions.com.au
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