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Industry and business news from KS Environmental Group

4. Tin/steel cans: 50 years
Alternative product/disposal method:
As with aluminium cans, tin/steel cans are
acceptable items in Mixed (Commingled)
Recycling so please do not throw these
into landfill bins.
As with aluminium, steel can be recycled
infinitely. Your steel cans may be recycled
into items such as cars, bicycles, pots/pans
and of course more steel cans!

What are the worst items to send to landfill?
Have you ever wondered how long
it takes for things to break down in
a landfill? After various research,
we have found out the approximate
decomposition rates for 10 every day
items that you should ideally keep out of
your general waste!
To help you out we have also provided
alternative products or disposal methods
to use. Please note – decomposition rates
are approximate only and can depend on
individual landfill sites and conditions.
1. Nylon fabric: 30 - 40 years

Alternative product/disposal method:
Go for cotton which is a natural fabric and
when it ultimately reaches the landfill it
only takes a fraction of the time to break
down (approx 3 months).

2. Aluminium cans: 200 - 250 years
Alternative product/disposal method:
Aluminium cans are accepted in all Mixed
(Commingled) Recycling programmes
which are readily available, so there is no
reason to put these into landfill.
Aluminium is 100% recyclable and does
not lose any quality or purity through the
recycling process.
3. Batteries: 100 years
Alternative product/disposal method:
• Buy rechargeable batteries – this is the
best way to reduce waste while saving
money too. All rechargeable batteries
are different but most can be recharged
up to 1,500 times.
• Recycle your batteries! This reduces
environmental impacts, saves resources
and cuts back on waste going to
landfill. KS Environmental can offer
your business reliable battery recycling
collections.

5. Cigarette butts: 10 - 12 years
Alternative product/disposal method:
Terracycle offers a ‘Zero Waste Box’ in
which it is possible to recycle cigarette
filters, all parts of extinguished cigarettes,
cigar stubs, outer plastic packaging, inner
foil packaging, rolling paper, and ash.
6. Disposable nappies: 500 - 800 years
Alternative product/disposal method:
Use cloth/reusable nappies or ecodisposable nappies (which have ‘greener’
credentials).
7. Tinfoil/alfoil: it DOES NOT biodegrade!
Alternative product/disposal method:
• Households - Most councils now accept
clean tinfoil/alfoil (scrunched and
trays) in with your Mixed (Commingled)
Recycling. Check with your Council.
• Businesses - KS Environmental accepts
clean tinfoil/alfoil (scrunched and
trays) in with your Mixed (Commingled)
Recycling.
Continued over page...
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Decomposition rates for 10 every day items (cont.)
8. Disposable coffee cups:
more than 20 years
Alternative product/disposal method:
• Have your coffee in the cafe!
• Use a reusable coffee cup such as
the KeepCup.
If you do have a disposable cup and throw
it into landfill, separate the lid (which is
recyclable) and put this in to the Mixed
(Commingled) Recycling.

• Grind and use your own coffee (whether
it be in an espresso machine, plunger or
stovetop coffee maker). While the pods
offer us a convenience, you can’t beat
the aroma or taste of freshly ground
coffee beans!
10. Plastic bags: 10 - 1,000 years
(depending on material)
Alternative product/disposal method:
• Say no to plastic bags! Remember to take
reusable shopping bags out with you.
• Recycle your plastic bags through
REDcycle at your local supermarket.
Acceptable items are soft or scrunchable
plastics including bread bags, biscuit
packets, frozen food bags, rice and pasta
bags, confectionery packets, and plastic
shopping bags.

9. Coffee pods: 500 years plus (plastic)
150 - 200 years (aluminium)
Alternative product/disposal method:
• Nespresso pods - Nespresso offers a
recycling service for their pods. Simply
collect the used capsules and take them
in to a collection point near you.
• NESCAFÉ Dolce Gusto capsules can
also be recycled through a Terracycle
programme.
• Other options are refillable pods and
biodegradable pods. However, through
research it seems biodegradable pods
may still have a way to go as they most
likely need to go through commercial
composting facilities rather than
home composting.

Interested in finding out more?
If you would like to find out more about any
of the recycling streams mentioned above
or for advice on setting up new waste
management solutions in your business
please speak to your current representative
or email sales@ksenvironmental.com.au

Waste Avoidance tip # 1
Buy only what you need – before you make a purchase really think about whether you
actually ‘need’ it or just ‘want’ it. Going through this thought process may save you
some money too.

The WM Hierarchy
Need to refamiliarise yourself with
the Waste Management Hierarchy?
Well look no further!
For a further explanation on the
hierarchy and for for some simple
every day tips on avoidance,
re-use and recycling, please visit the
‘Recycling and Waste’ news section on
our website:
ksenvironmental.com.au/category/
news/recycling-and-waste/
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Liquid Division update
It’s been a busy and exciting time with our liquid division, working on an innovative new waste water separation project. We have
also recently been recognised for work undertaken at Crown Casino.

New system at OES

ELS wins Environmental award

At OES we have been developing and
installing a brand new mud dewatering unit
which works by separating drilling mud into
water and solids.

Eastern Liquid Services is proud to
announce that we have recently
won an award for ‘Environmental
Sustainability’ at the Crown Property
Services Awards night.

The process is:
1. Waste delivered to site by customers.
2. Mud is pumped into a mud holding tank
with larger items (e.g. rocks, sticks etc.)
being filtered out during this process.

Throughout the years of service, two
significant environmental initiatives that
ELS has brought to fruition are:
Managing on site amenity
(reducing bad odours):
There was previously an issue with
odour generated from servicing the
grease traps in the multi-level car
park – this was persistent and caused
displeasure to visitors and employees.
After much research and careful
consideration, it was decided the best
course of action was to vent the exhaust
fumes from the grease trap pump
directly into the existing vents. This
method was incredibly successful and
the number of complaints dramatically
reduced to a minimum.

3. Product is fed into the machine and
washed via a sophisticated water spray and
vibration system.
4. Remaining water is subjected to a
settlement process and treated through the
existing treatment plant.
5. The remaining (cleaned) sand and stone is
separated, with the vast majority of product
being recycled or re-used. The small volume
of remaining contaminants are disposed of
by other means.

100% Recycling of Organic
Grease Trap Waste:

Mud we receive from current infrastructure/
construction clients such as Lend Lease,
CPB, Aurecon, NBN and Worley Parsons
will all begin to undergo this new process.
Large scale projects that will benefit will be
the NBN and road and rail works across
Metropolitan Melbourne.
The mud machine will enable OES to
process larger volumes of mud and
produce a cleaner, re-usable final product.
Investment in projects like the mud machine
demonstrates the company’s commitment
to finding cleaner and more efficient ways to
do things.
The machine is currently being commissioned
and will be running in the coming months.
For further information, please contact our
OES Manager Allan Cummins:

Environmental Initiatives

Criteria for the award was to
demonstrate sustainable initiatives
carried out for Crown and the proven
environmental benefits.
Crown has been a long-standing
customer for Eastern Liquid Services,
for almost 10 years we have provided
Crown with an innovative and
environmentally sustainable grease trap
collection and treatment service.

Since the opening of our own liquid
treatment facility (OES) in 2013, Eastern
Liquid Services has been able to provide
Crown 100% recycling for the organic
grease trap waste collected. At OES, all
grease trap waste is recycled into an
organic carbon fertiliser and is used for
the production of food and fibre.
Once the Crown grease trap waste
arrives at OES it undergoes several
treatment processes including:
• Gravity separation of fats, oils, grease.
• pH adjustment and solids removal
through the use of a centrifuge.
• Organic cake is sent to composter to
ensure closed loop recycling of all
organic solid materials derived from
the liquid recycling facility.

allan.cummins@oesolutions.com.au
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Battery Recycling - a win for the environment
into a working battery, and then all the
energy and materials that have gone into
making that battery are lost again when
it goes to fill a hole in the ground.
As natural sources of raw materials are
depleted, we may end up relying on
landfill mining for supplies.
That’s an expensive way to recover
materials when they could simply be
diverted straight to a recycling program.

A key aspect of the environmental
performance of any company is no
doubt recycling - this relates to both the
range and amount of materials recycled.
An easy way to get some additional
runs on the recycling and sustainability
board is through battery recycling.
In an electronic age, organisations
reliance on portable devices are
chewing through an enormous number
of batteries; both single use and
rechargeable. While rechargeable
batteries are obviously the better choice,
all batteries do eventually fail, and at
present the vast majority of most types
of dead batteries end up in landfill.
From a business point of view
Valuable resources have been dug out
of the ground, refined and combined

Contact us:

KS Environmental/KSE Facility Services
544 Boundary Road, Dingley, 3172
PO Box 165, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 9551 7833
Email: custserv@ksenvironmental.com.au
Or visit: www.ksenvironmental.com.au

KS Environmental offers battery
collection and recycling solutions for all
types and sizes of batteries and partners
with the Recycler CMA Ecocycle.
Put It On Show
We can provide your business with
collection buckets and battery tubes for
hand-held batteries. By locating them in
the reception area or another high traffic
area this will provide a visible reminder
to employees that your business is
serious about recycling. To increase
engagement why not encourage staff to
bring batteries from home and add them
to the receptables.

Wins and Changes
At KS Environmental Group we enjoy
servicing a wide range of clientele and
have vast experience among many fields,
whether it be waste management at high
profile public venues, street sweeping for
Council or a growing commercial cleaning
portfolio.
Some recent wins for us include:
• Knox City Council - recycling and waste
collections (retained through tender).
• Mornington Village Shopping Centre commercial cleaning services.
• Several CBD office towers - recycling and
waste collections.
We believe in setting the bar high and
pride ourselves with providing our
customers with a high quality, flexible and
ever evolving service. With that in mind
investments have currently been made in
the following areas:
• New system at OES (see page 3).
• Ongoing IT developments to improve
customer service and efficiency.
• New vehicles added to our fleet (Side Lift
truck pictured below).

To kick start your battery recycling
scheme please email
sales@ksenvironmental.com.au
For further technical information on
battery recycling go to CMA Ecocycle’s
website http://www.cmaecocycle.net/

Eastern Liquid Services
26 - 28 Souffi Place, Dandenong South, 3175
PO Box 94, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 1300 723 988
Email: admin@easternliquid.com.au
Or visit: www.easternliquid.com.au

Organic Environmental Solutions
26 - 28 Souffi Place,
Dandenong South, 3175
PO Box 94, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 1300 723 988
Email: admin@oesolutions.com.au
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