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do to promote and educate your staff in
regards to responsible waste management.
Some ideas are:
• Ensure there is good signage both on
and around the bins. This could include
posters in prominent areas to promote
recycling.
• There are some areas that you may
not have thought of having signage but
that could really benefit, below is some
bespoke signage that surrounds the bin
that KS Environmental produced for an
office in the Melbourne CBD.

Waste challenges in a commercial building
(and how to overcome them!)
Today more than ever, commercial
buildings and office towers have a strong
environmental focus and a big part of
corporate responsibility tends toward
sustainable waste management practices.
Now is the time to get your staff on board
to help achieve your waste and recycling
goals. We recognise this is not without its
challenges and KS Environmental works
hard with its clients to create strategies to
overcome these hurdles.

probably will. KS Environmental have a
number of different options available for
underdesk bins and internal bins – from
cardboard boxes through to corflute and
plastic options.
Challenge number 3: Lack of interest/
no incentive to recycle.

60L Corflute bins

Below are four common obstacles offices
can face, and ways in which we can help
you deal with them.
Challenge number 1: Change of mindset/
attitude towards recycling.
Old habits can be hard to break, so to get
people to turn over a new leaf it’s a good
idea to make recycling as easy as possible.
When reviewing your current practices
something as simple as installing paper
recycling boxes next to an individuals desk
can really help – if it’s easy for employees
to do the right thing and recycle then they

Challenge number 2:
Lack of knowledge and education.
While staff members might be open to the
idea of disposing of their waste in a more
environmentally responsible way, they
might not have the knowledge or know
what to do. There are many things you can

Engaging staff in recycling can be
challenging, but employee buy-in is crucial
to the success of a recycling programme.
Setting up an employee reward and
recognition programme could be a good
way to start getting people involved
and interested.
Another option could be to host an
educational event (be it a day or a week)
to help increase awareness of recycling
systems in place. With this type of forum,
key messages can easily be put across in a
fun and interactive way. KS Environmental
is experienced at running these for our
clients (price on application) with
fabulous results.
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Waste challenges in a commercial building (continued.)
The type of elements that could make up
an event are:

Challenge number 4: Waste and
Recycling bins are not positioned well.

• Competitions
(online or on the spot prize draw).
• Naming and bespoke designs for the
marketing and promotional material.

There are lots of other ways to increase
staff commitment and thoughtfulness with
regards to waste management practices,
the above is just a few ideas to get
you started!
If you would like to discuss further
or for advice on updating your waste
solutions please speak to your current
representative or email
sales@ksenvironmental.com.au

• Fun activity – e.g. spinning prize wheel.
• Educational materials and visuals.

If your general waste bins are more
accessible than the recycling, this could
be your first hurdle (and one that is easily
fixed!). There may be lots of other small
things with regard to bin placement that
are easy fixes.

How we have assisted one client with tackling some of their waste challenges:
“KS Environmental helped us with ideas for our annual waste & recycling information day. We targeted disposable
coffee cups and how they should be recycled, very useful as many tenants were totally unaware on how they should be
recycled. The spinning wheel was also a hit as tenants could win reusable coffee cups which are still in use today.
Over all very happy with KS Environmental and their commitment to helping clients reduce landfill.”

Keep Australia Beautiful Week 2017 - results

500
pledges
Over 3,500
pieces of litter
picked up

With around 500 pledges made and
more than 3,500 pieces of litter picked
up that’s not a bad effort
from Australians. But it doesn’t need
to be isolated to one week of the year!
With summer coming up trips to the
beach and road trips will be on the
cards. At the beach and on the road it’s
unfortunate but you are sure to come
across litter scattered.
Picking up the odd piece and putting it
in the bin is easy, and a good habit to
get into – it can all make a difference!

Recycling Quiz!
How much do you know about recycling
in Victoria?
Take our quiz to find out!
https://ksenvironmental.com.au/
recycling-victoria-quiz/
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6 tips for a Sustainable Spring Clean
3. Be mindful of water use – use a
bucket and turn off the water tap
between cleaning tasks to reduce water
and energy use.

Spring is in the air and what better time
to start that annual spring clean. And
while you are cleaning up and cleaning
out it’s great if you can do so in an
environmentally responsible way.
1. Purchase non-toxic cleaning products –
these are kinder on the environment and
better for our health than the chemicalladen alternatives. There are now many
varieties to choose from on the shop
shelves, or if you are up for it why not try
making your own cleaning products from
everyday items you may have around
the house.

4. Decluttering your wardrobe and
beyond? Don’t just through things
away, instead:

2. Use reusable cleaning aids – instead
of using paper towels and disposable
products use cloth rags. Old sheets and
towels are ideal to use for cleaning and
can simply be washed and reused for
future cleaning. Old tooth brushes can
also come in handy for a sustainable
spring clean – these are great at getting
into small crevices and spaces.

•

Set up a clothing swap day or sale
with your work colleagues or an
evening with friends.

•

Have a garage sale!

•

Donate to charity or online at
somewhere such as
givenow.com.au. This is a great
online portal which outlines how
and where you can donate almost
anything – from your time, blood,
clothes, blankets, bikes and
even corks!

5. If you are having a good clear out of
anything from papers in the office to paint
tins* in the garage make sure you dispose
of things in the right way – recycle what
you can and only use your landfill bin for
items you cannot recycle. For help on
what can and cannot be recycled there
are a couple of great apps out there:
RecycleSmart (recyclesmart.com) is an
Australian wide app which draws data
from the RecyclingNearYou site for every
Australian council and allows users to
easily search for information about how
to recycle over 170 household items. The
Sustain Me app (sustainme.com.au) does
a similar job but is Melbourne only based.
In regard to paint cans these can’t be
recycled through the usual kerbside
collections but Sustainability Victoria has
set up 30 permanent drop off sites around
Victoria where you can take your paint
cans to be recycled.
sustainability.vic.gov.au
*

6. Spring cleaning your fridge? Check out
the ‘Love Your Left Overs’ app to use up
those leftovers you have come across.
loveyourleftovers.nsw.gov.au

If you are also undertaking a sustainable
spring clean in your office and are
not sure of how to best dispose of
items or think your office could better
recycle please speak to your current
representative or email
sales@ksenvironmental.com.au
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Brand new app to measure sustainable living
Are you great at making environmentally
responsible decisions in your everyday
life but would love to see what difference
you are making in a tangible way? Or do
you need something to help guide you to
make more sustainable choices? Either
way, here’s an app to check out...
The TODAY app has recently been released
and acts as a tool to provide information
and inspiration to users on how they can
make the right choices on a day to day
basis that are kind to the environment and
can help make a difference.
How does it work?
The very first time you open up the app
you’ll be prompted to login with Facebook.
After opening the App, you’ll see your
dashboard which would be empty until you
start taking and completing challenges.

challenge to read about the environmental
benefits. At the bottom you’ll also see
participants of the challenge so if you get
your friends onboard you can see what
they have been up to as well.
There are some obvious challenges
listed like going plastic free or not using
disposable coffee cups but if you delve
deeper you’ll also find some really
interesting ones like ‘no butter’ or ‘no
chocolate’ (download the app to find out
how this could help the environment!). For
self-confessed chocoholics this might not
be the challenge for them, but there are
plenty of others to choose from!
If you see a challenge you like the look of
just click ‘Let’s Do This!’ and you then have
the option to select if you want to do it for
‘Today only’ or ‘Everyday’. You then have
the option to invite friends to participate in
the challenge too.

The verdict
The Today app is visually great, nicely set
out and very easy to use. One aspect I think
could see improvement is giving more
options for timeframes, possibly have the
option to choose ‘a week’ or a ‘month’
rather than just ‘a day’ or ‘every day’.
Overall, I think the idea is really good.
It’s all about changing habits and the
challenges are pretty easy so why not give
it a go!?
If you get onboard and try out just a
couple of challenges to start with, chances
are your mindset may change and these
choices may become second nature.
For more information on the TODAY app
go to http://www.the-today-app.com/ or
download it on the App Store for free!

Waste Avoidance tip # 3
From here if you go up to the menu and
select ‘find a challenge’, you can then check
out the various challenge sections: food &
drink, Home, lifestyle, shopping, transport,
technology and work.
Under each section you’ll find a number
of easy daily challenges you can take
which can all help in making a positive
environmental impact – scroll down in each

Avoid products with excessive
packaging – when you get home and
start using the item all of this packaging
will end up being disposed of anyway!
If you then go back to your dashboard
you’ll see you have an active challenge,
once you have completed the challenge
you simply ‘Update Your Progress’ and
you’ll then see what the results are and
you can choose to repeat your challenge
should you wish.
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