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Industry and business news from KS Environmental Group

Recycling and Waste highlights from the year that was - 2017
2017 was a busy time in the waste world! Here’s a recap on some of the things that were hot and not last year, both in Victoria and
Nationwide...Topics that particularly came to light in the public eye included the coffee cup recyclability issue and our use and disposal
of plastics. We think these will be ones to watch in the year to come. Energy from Waste is also a hot topic and it will be interesting to
see where this heads in Australia.
MAY 2017
War on Waste Show airs on ABC

MAY 2017

This show hosted by Craig Reucassel opened our eyes to the ‘real’
situation of waste in our country. The 3 part series focussed on
food waste, plastic waste, coffee cups and fast fashion.

Introduction of Simply Cups Programme
After an initial trial in 2016, the Simply Cups coffee cup recycling
programme launches in Melbourne and Sydney. This initiative
provides dedicated collection tubes and collections for coffee
cups which in turn will facilitate the opening of a specialised
recycling facility. www.simplycups.com.au
JULY 2017

JULY 2017
Plastic Free July
Started from humble beginnings in WA in 2011, ‘Plastic Free July’
now has a National following.

Supermarkets to phase out plastic bags
Major supermarkets announce single use plastic bags are to be
phased out.

AUG 2017
Controversial Four Corners Show

AUG 2017
EPA Victoria Stawell tyre stockpile removal
EPA Victoria commences the removal of the infamous Stawell
tyre stockpile. This comprised of approximately one million tyres
that would have posed a major hazard for nearby communities if
it had caught fire.
OCT 2017
Energy from Waste (EfW) discussion paper released
A discussion paper on the EfW industry is released by the
Victorian Government with the aim of finalising position and
formulating a policy early 2018.
NOV 2017
National Recycling Week
This is another event that has been gaining momentum year
on year. Originally set up in 1996 by Planet Ark, the aim of this
week is to bring a national focus to the environmental benefits of
recycling. Businesses can get involved in a number of ways.

‘Four Corners’ show airs, bringing to light the glass recyclability
issue. It was revealed hundreds of thousands of tonnes of glass
is being stockpiled as Australian recyclers struggle to keep up
with demand.
OCT 2017
Victorian Government plastic bag announcement
Following on from the supermarkets promise in July 2017, the
Victorian Government announces that single use plastic bags will
be banned ‘as soon as possible’.
OCT 2017
Victorian e-waste in landfill ban gains momentum
The Victorian Government issues a proposed package outlining
the management for e-waste in Victoria which contains both
regulatory and non-regulatory measures, including a Policy
Impact Assessment (PIA).
DEC 2017
War on Waste Show episode 4 - Turning the Tide
Craig Reucassel returned to our screens to recap what had been
happening throughout the year and whether Australians have
changed their attitudes to waste.
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5 common recycling mistakes in Australia
Recycling is fantastic, but it has to be done
correctly to make a difference. If we aren’t
careful and inadvertently contaminate a
load of recycling it may be sent to landfill!
Recycling mistakes are easy to be made,
but armed with the right knowledge the
solutions are equally as simple.
Read on to find out about 5 common
recycling mistakes we are making in
Australia, and how to solve them...
Recycling Mistake #1: Putting our recycling
into plastic bags in the recycling bins
According to a council survey carried out by
Plant Ark, plastic bags in kerbside recycling
bins is the biggest recycling mistake made
by Australians. Any sort of plastic bags
contaminate the recycling load as the
recycling facilities are not geared to (and
will not) handle plastic bags of any type.
If your recyclables are inside plastic bags
they will go straight to landfill as staff at
sorting facilities are not able to open these
bags for safety reasons.[1]
Solution:
• Make sure your recycling is loose in the
recycling bins.
• Recycle your plastic bags at your local
supermarket through the REDcycle
programme. redcycle.net.au

Recycling Mistake #2: Putting recyclables
into the general waste bins.
While this type of mistake does not
interfere with the recycling process like
recycling mistake #1 does, it is a waste to
unnecessarily send something to landfill
that could otherwise be put through a
recycling process. In Melbourne the landfill
capacities are a real issue, so we should be
very mindful of this.

Solution:
• Make sure you are familiar with what
can and cannot be recycled. Visit the
resources section on our website
ksenvironmental.com.au/news/
resources-newsletters/ for an easy
reference guide for Mixed/Comminged
Recycling. Most kerb side collections will
accept the same items but to be sure
check your local council website.
• If you are unsure of whether an item can
be recycled or not, there are a couple of
apps to check out:
- RecycleSmart (Australian wide app)
recyclesmart.com and
- Sustain Me (Melbourne only app)
sustainme.com.au

Recycling Mistake #3: Food contamination
in recycling bins.
While you are doing the right thing putting
your cardboard pizza box into the recycling
bin, if it is laden with cheese and food
scraps this will combine with the paper
fibre lowering the quality for recycling,
meaning it will likely be sent to landfill

Recycling Mistake #4: Coffee Cup disposal
The issue around coffee cup recyclability
has been a grey area but this is certainly
a topic that has been increasingly in the
media since the War on Waste show in
May. Due to the physical make up of the
take away coffee cup – these are NOT
recyclable (unless through a Simply Cups
programme). The lids can likely be recycled,
but the cups should go into general waste.
Solution:
• Invest in a reusable coffee cup.
• Look into the Simply Cups scheme to see
if it might be feasible for your business
simplycups.com.au
• Use the general waste for used takeaway
coffee cups.

Recycling Mistake #5: Aluminium foil.
A lot of us may not know that our alfoil
(provided it is clean) can actually be
recycled so it doesn’t need to be disposed
of into the general waste. Aluminium can
be recycled almost infinitely, click here to
find out about the recycling process.

Solution:

Solution:

• Empty and rinse out any food from
takeaway containers before putting them
into the recycling bin.

• Scrunch your clean alfoil into a fist sized
ball and place this in with your recycling.

• With a pizza box, recycle only the clean
cardboard. Anything that has grease or
residue cheese should be put into the
general waste. Break the box up if you
can and recycle the clean part (probably
the lid).

In your workplace you might have further
recycling options available to you – for
example food waste recycling. Or you
might want to explore what else you
could be doing, if you would like some
advice please speak to your current
representative or email
sales@ksenvironmental.com.au

Sources: Planet Ark, Sustainability Victoria, [1] http://recyclingweek.planetark.org/recycling-info/commonmistakes.cfm
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KS Environmental wins sustainability award!

KS Environmental has been recognised
for its achievements in sustainability
at the Melbourne Cricket Club, late
last year receiving the MCC Facilities
‘Environmental and Sustainability
Award’. MCC Contractors were invited to
submit proposals outlining an initiative,
programme or procurement measure
that had an environmental benefit at the
MCG grounds.
KS Environmental have had a longstanding relationship with the MCC,
providing waste and recycling services
to the venue for many years. A key
focus has always been looking into new
ways to increase diversion to landfill
and introducing innovative recycling
initiatives.

Let’s talk food waste

Tangible results

We believe our greatest achievement in
sustainability for the MCC has been the
introduction of the first commercial food
waste (or food organics) collections to
facilitate the diversion and recycling of
food organics from the MCC venue. KSE
partnered MCC to introduce the mixed
(commingled) recycling programme
which saw recycling from events increase
from around 20% to approximately 80%
and diverting the Food Organics was
fundamental to its success.

The results of these endeavours across
a period of time have had a significant
environmental impact:

The organic waste coming out of the
kitchen and catering areas of MCC
is taken to an in-vessel temperature
controlled processing facility with the
product blended and made into a highgrade compost utilised in landscaping and
broad-acre farming.

1. Food Organics Diversion
The programme has been in place
in the vicinity of 15 years however
KS Environmental has provided MCC
statistics since 2011. Across this period
the diversion of Food Organics equates to:
• Almost 50,000 x 120 Litre bins
• Approximately 2,000 tonnes of food
organic material.
• Savings in CO2-e (Carbon or Methane
generation) are significant for food
organics with this alone saving in
eEmissions of CO2-e in excess of 3,800
tonnes.
• If we converted the CO2-e savings in to
‘Black Balloons’ we would fill the MCG
to 70%
2. Turf Organics (660L bins)

Turf Organics
In addition to this programme KS
Environmental introduced and supported
a turf organics recycling programme
from MCC Arena’s activity this further
maximised recovery.
In recent years the MCC has successfully
diverted further soil & turf by a partnering
arrangement with event organisers such
as BMX where significant volumes of
material have been diverted.

Waste Avoidance tips # 4 and #5
Tip #4 - Buy in bulk or larger containers
These use less packaging (and therefore
produce less waste) and will also save you
some cash.

Tip #5 - Say no to plastic bags!
Remember to take your reusable bags out
with you to the supermarket and if you
don’t need a bag in other situations just
say NO!

“Committed to the environment for a better tomorrow!”

Since 2011 we’ve captured a total of 1036
bins or almost 684m3 of material from
landfill.
3. Soil from Arena Activity
Since reporting began in 2016 records
show a further 1210 tonnes has been
captured to reuse avoiding landfill.
KS Environmental is very proud to be the
recipient of this award and thanks the
MCC for their support. We look forward
to working on and implementing further
innovative sustainable measures at the
MCC in the years to come.
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6 tips for an environmentally friendly camping trip
Whether you are ‘glamping’ or camping in
the more traditional sense over summer,
here are six tips to help you on your way to
an environmentally friendly camping trip.
1. If you are in need of camping
equipment, consider buying some things
second hand or hiring it, it will save your
pocket too.
2. Solar power all the way! This can
include gear such as lanterns, showers and
chargers.

3. Buy good reusable cooking equipment,
crockery and cutlery. Avoid using
disposable items that will only end up in
landfill (and leave you with more waste to
get rid of).
4. Plan your meals and food storage.
When you are camping it is probably not
practical to have lots of left overs or excess
food as it’s likely to go to waste due to lack
of adequate storage or refrigeration. Plan
your meals before you go and buy only
what you need.
5. Device free holiday. As a nation, we are
arguably addicted to our devices, whether
it be smart phones, tablets or game
consoles. Why not take a break and get
back to nature with a good old fashioned
camping holiday. Think swimming, outside
play, card games, books, board games
and a camp fire (with marshmallows of

course!). Try and keep your mobile phone
at hand to use for emergencies only.
6. Be responsible with your waste. Have
a few separate bags or bins that you can
use to separate your waste and recycling.
If you are camping more remotely and
there are not bins available to dispose of
your rubbish in, make sure you take it all
with you and leave the environment as you
found it. Follow the concept of ‘leave no
trace’ camping.
When you are back from holidays and
in your workplace, if you would like
some advice on how you can be more
responsible with your business waste
and recycling please contact your current
representative or email
sales@ksenvironmental.com.au

Creative thinking for waste education
KS Environmental was excited to be
involved in a new creative initiative for
one of our large retail clients.

The types of messages covered off in the
video included:

We worked hard in conjunction with our
client to brain storm, storyboard and
produce a video that will be screened in
the bin rooms at their shopping centres.
The four minute video has the goal of
educating tenants on correct disposal
and helping to eliminate contamination
of waste.

• Recycling and waste streams available.

Contact us:

KS Environmental/KSE Facility Services
544 Boundary Road, Dingley, 3172
PO Box 165, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 9551 7833
Email: custserv@ksenvironmental.com.au
Or visit: www.ksenvironmental.com.au

• Current and target recycling rates
• Specific processes to follow for
recycling and waste disposal.
• Contamination - and how to avoid this.
Pictured to the right are a few of the
slides that feature in the video.

Eastern Liquid Services
26 - 28 Souffi Place, Dandenong South, 3175
PO Box 94, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 1300 723 988
Email: admin@easternliquid.com.au
Or visit: www.easternliquid.com.au

Organic Environmental Solutions
26 - 28 Souffi Place,
Dandenong South, 3175
PO Box 94, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 1300 723 988
Email: admin@oesolutions.com.au
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“Committed to the environment for a better tomorrow!”

