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Industry and business news from KS Environmental Group

KS Environmental’s response
KS Environmental delivers plastics to
renowned and reputable operators who
process both locally and export materials.
Closer monitoring and auditing of
recyclables delivered to local processing
facilities is critical and it is therefore
vital that generators are vigilant in
monitoring what goes in recycling bins. KS
Environmental is always happy to provide
advice, ideas and education if requested.
2. New Organic Waste Facility opens

Recycling…the situation in a nutshell
The global recycling crisis is hard to ignore
and we wanted to take the opportunity
to be as transparent as possible about the
situation and let our clients and business
partners know how things currently
stand.
Here is a glimpse into some of the major
items that have been making headlines
these days (it’s not all doom and gloom!)
and our response to them.
KS Environmental is committed to seeking
solutions to enable our business practices
to remain as environmentally responsible
as possible.
1. Plastics sent back from Malaysia
Since the big crackdown on recyclables in
China, Malaysia has unwittingly become a
bit of a dumping ground for plastic waste.
Malaysia’s Environment Minister, Yeo Bee
Yin, recently announced that 3,000 tonnes
of waste, sent from around the world, will
be returned because it was either badly
contaminated, rotting or illegally smuggled

in under false labelling.
It was reported that plastic bottles sent
over from Australia were full of maggots!

Right on our doorstep in Dandenong
South, Sacyr Environment has opened an
indoor composting facility which will be
the most advanced facility of its type in
Victoria.
The plant which will be able to process
around 120,000 tonnes of organic
waste each year will initially be used by
Councils in the South Eastern Suburbs of
Melbourne to recycle green garden and
food waste.
Read more here

A couple of good articles that cover this off
can be found here:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-0529/malaysia-to-send-tonnes-of-plasticwaste-back-to-foreign-nations/11159208
https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2019/may/29/malaysia-to-send-upto-100-tonnes-of-plastic-waste-back-toaustralia

http://www.sacyr.com/es_en/Channel/
News-Channel/news/featuresnews/2019/
Inauguracion/20190517_Inauguracion_
residuos_melbourne.aspx
KS Environmental’s response
KS Environmental is currently working with
this new facility to establish opportunities
for both parties.
Article continued over page...
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sector to address the current shortfall in
capacity in recycling and waste acceptance
facilities.
4. Infrastructure Victoria building
a local industry
Infrastructure Victoria are putting a focus
on building a local industry for waste
and recycling so Victoria can become
increasingly self-reliant. They will be
working closely with the government and
putting forward recommendations

The 2019-20 Victorian budget has injected
$35 million into the waste and resource
recovery industry, using funds raised from
the municipal and industrial landfill levy.
Core activities will be the priority and
the remaining balance will go into the
sustainability fund. What specific projects
are covered is not yet revealed but it’s
but it’s great to see a plan in place for a
positive direction for Victoria.
Read more here
https://www.insidewaste.com.au/index.
php/2019/05/29/victorian-budgetcommits-35-million-to-assist-in-fixing-thestates-waste/
KS Environmental’s response
There is an urgent need to increase
capacity in the resource and recovery
industry and KS Environmental is very
supportive of this government decision.
We would also be in favour of further
injection of landfill levy funds to the

tonnes of PET/HDPE recyclables to flake
to market to both local and international
markets. This facility will at this stage just
be receiving sorted / baled material from
Material Reprocessing Facilities (MRF’s).
KS Environmental’s response
Another great investment. In order for
this to be successful, it is imperative the
commercial MRF operators utilise and
divert material into the facility.

“Over the coming weeks we will provide
further updates on our program to develop
the advice and opportunities for people to
get involved,” Infrastructure Victoria Chief
Executive Officer, Mr Masson said.
Infrastructure Victoria will deliver the
advice to government in April 2020. An
interim report will be provided in October
2019.
Read more here
http://www.infrastructurevictoria.com.
au/2019/05/23/delivering-advice-onwaste-infrastructure-in-victoria/
KS Environmental’s response
Another indication of the governments
strong focus in recognizing the need of
local infrastructure which is critical in
building a sustainable recycling industry.
5. New plastics facility
A brand new plastics processing facility,
APC, has opened its doors in Somerton.
APC has the capability to process 70,000

Conclusion
While there is no denying the recycling
industry is going through a really tough
time, all of the positive actions we are
hearing about locally are promising and
exciting. Lots of great stuff is going on in
Victoria – we just need to watch
this space!
In the meantime, we ask all clients to
please be vigilant about contamination in
your recycling systems. If you would like
further information or tips on how to
reduce contamination and educate staff in
the work place, please contact us.

A BAG IS A DRAG!

CONTAMINATION IS A BEAST

Please keep your recyclables
loose - bagged recyclables
may end up in landfill or result
in higher disposal charges.

Please separate your
recyclables into the
appropriate waste streams
and keep general waste out!
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Be Prepared – Victorian e-waste ban from 1st July 2019
Talk to us
KS Environmental is able to provide clients
with e-waste recycling collection bins for
e-waste items under the NTRCS scheme.
We shall keep clients informed as to
solutions that evolve for items outside the
NTRCS scheme as they become available.
To find out more about collections please
speak to your current representative or
email sales@ksenvironmental.com.au
Acknowledging the risks and opportunities
associated with e-waste, the Victorian
Government is banning e-waste from
Victoria’s landfill from 1st July 2019.
The new regulatory measures, in the form
of waste management policies, have been
developed to ban e-waste from landfill and
specify how e-waste must be managed.
The Victorian Government estimates
109,000 tonnes of e-waste was generated
in Victoria in 2015, with the assessment
citing studies in the UK suggesting around
75 per cent of e-waste is generated by
households.
The market value for the recycled
components, the cost of reprocessing,
fluctuating commodity prices and the
regulatory framework that affect e-waste
streams are hurdles for re-processors to
overcome while the landfilling of e-waste is
still legal.

NTCRS
To encourage higher rates of recycling
of e-waste, the National Television and
Computer Recycling Scheme (NTCRS)
was introduced in 2011. This mandatory
product stewardship scheme requires
manufacturers or importers of television
and computer products over a certain
threshold to pay for a proportion of the
recycling.
The funding comes from some of the
largest IT companies in the world, including
Dell, Apple and Toshiba and goes towards
collection schemes across Victoria.
Challenges
One of the key challenges with the ban
is that it covers all electrical items with a
power cord and/or battery pack i.e. vacuum
cleaners, power tools and games consoles,
items not covered by the NTRCS and the
cost to collect and recycle these items will
not be covered by the manufacturer
or importer.

More information
For further information on the e-waste ban
please visit:
Sustainability Victoria:
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/
You-and-Your-Home/Waste-and-recycling/
Household-waste/eWaste
EPA (Vic):
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/businessand-industry/guidelines/waste-guidance/
ewaste-reprocessing-in-victoria

The Sustainable Foodie
Use this

Not these
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Sustainability nomination for Springvale Shopping Centre
KS Environmental is excited to announce
that our client Springvale Shopping Centre
is up for a Sustainability nomination
with the City Of Greater Dandenong for
practices with Waste and Recycling.
Over the past few years (in conjunction
with KS Environmental), the Centre has
really taken a clear focus on reducing waste
and becoming a more sustainable place.
And the results speak volumes!
From this to that
General Waste
The general waste compactor is currently
being tipped 3 days a week. This is
compared to a whopping 6 -7 days a week,
two years ago. To give you an indication
of what was in this bin two years ago, we
can see how the recycling rate has now
increased in core waste streams...

Cardboard
The cardboard compactor is being tipped
3 days a week compared to once a week,
two years ago. Cardboard compaction rates
have jumped from 2 tonne a week to in
excess of 7 tonne per week.
Steel and Hard Waste
This was introduced 18 months ago and
diverts an additional 30M per annum from
landfill!

ran interactive training sessions for the
cleaning companies which proved to be a
terrific way to educate and obtain buy-in
from these key parties.
Custom signage was created to cater for
the Centre’s multicultural demographic.
Signage in English, Vietnamese and
Chinese, was made site specific to
stimulate participation by retailers
and staff.

The keys to sustainable success
All of this has been achieved by hard
work, determination, patience and most
importantly, over all team work between
KS Environmental, Centre Management,
Retailers and Cleaners.

Food Waste
Food organics bins are currently being
tipped daily, compared to nil two years
ago. We now dispose of approximately 2526 tonne of organic matter per month (this
was previously disposed of in landfill!).

All of these initiatives have had an
enormous impact on the Centre’s
environmental position and have also
achieved significant cost savings to the
Centre per annum.
Good luck!

Training, education and participation
have all been integral in achieving the
outstanding results experienced at this
Centre over the past two years. We

It has been a pleasure working with
Springvale Shopping Centre and having a
part to play in seeing their sustainability
rise. We are very proud of what they have
achieved so far and wish them the very
best of luck with the nomination!

Contact us:

Connect with us on Facebook!

KS Environmental/KSE Property Services
544 Boundary Road, Dingley, 3172
PO Box 165, Dingley, 3172
Customer Service: 9551 7833
Email: custserv@ksenvironmental.com.au
Or visit: www.ksenvironmental.com.au

Here you can expect to see industry
news as well as hints, tips and
interesting facts relating to waste
reduction, living sustainably and
recycling at home and work.

facebook.com/
ksenvironmentalgroup

“Committed to the environment for a better tomorrow!”
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